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The book of 1 Corinthians is a massive undertaking in many ways for a lunch-time Bible study group but don’t let that deter you. Some sections may need extra time. Also some sections are difficult and challenging and so please whilst you can by all means look at this in depth do also remember to love those who may have a different perspective to you. 

May this collection of studies helpfully prompt good, vigorous and friendly discussion that might lead you to know our great Saviour Jesus Christ even better. 

God bless

MCF Admin

Bible Study Introduction and 1 Corinthians 1:1-17

Read Acts 18:1-17

What decisions does Paul make here at Corinth?  How would you expect this to affect the composition of the church?

What promises does God make about the church in Corinth?

What sort of relationship would Paul have had to the Corinthian believers?

Now to 1 Corinthians

Read 1:1-9

What causes of thanksgiving does Paul have for the Corinthian believers?

Read 1:10-17 

What problem was there in the Corinthian church?

Have a look at Acts 18:24-28.  Why would people be following Apollos?

How does Paul start to respond to these divisions?

Do we ever have a similar problem today?

1 Corinthians 1:17-2:16 

Read 1:17-31

Why is the message of the cross foolishness to those who don’t believe it?

For us who believe how is this same message of the cross the power of God?
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Wisdom of God

Read 2:1-5
How do these things help deal with the issue of division in the Corinthian church?

From this how should we view leaders in the church?

Read 2:6-16

What role here are we told that the Spirit has?

How should this impact the way we approach the bible?

From the overall passage discuss how we should respond to some of the divisive issues in the church today?

1 Corinthians 3-4

Read 3:1-9

What problem is Paul addressing in verses 1-4?  How has this affected their understanding of evangelism/evangelists?

How does this contrast to Paul’s understanding of his own work in verses 5-9?

Read 3:10-18

What do these verses reveal about Paul’s attitude toward ministry?  Where does it start and to what end is he working?

Does this passage apply just to evangelism or does it apply to other aspects of Christian life? Justify.

Read 3:18-23

In what ways are the Corinthian’s “deceiving themselves” (verse 18)?  How would this have been shown in their lives?

What does it mean to become a “fool” in order to become wise?

Read 4:1-5

What are the implications of considering ourselves “servants of Christ”?

Read 4:6-21

What’s going on in verses 8-13?  Is he being serious?  What does he think of their “wise” attitude toward life?

What attitude should they have instead? (v6-7,14-21)

What areas of life do we often have a “worldly” attitude toward?  How can we change this attitude to reflect more godly wisdom?

1 Corinthians 5-6

How do you think immorality in the Church should be dealt with?

Read 5:1-13

What do you think it means to ‘hand this man over to Satan …’ (5:5 NIV)?

What is this yeast Paul talks of? (5:6-8)

How ought we to respond to such immorality according to the passage?

Read 6:1-11

What are the problems with lawsuits in Corinth? 

Who does inherit the kingdom of heaven?

Read 6:12-20

What reasons does Paul give against sexual immorality?

Should verses 19-20 affect how we live in other ways?

What principles can we use from the passage when dealing with similar problems in the church today?

1 Corinthians 7

Read 7:1-8

Paul here begins to address “the matters [they] wrote about”.  What “matters” might Paul be addressing in this chapter?

What is the first reason Paul gives that someone might want to marry?  Does this mean we shouldn’t get married if this isn’t a problem?

Read 7:10-16

What is Paul’s stance on divorce?  Are there circumstances where divorce is ok for Christians?

What about Christians who are married to non-Christians?  What does it mean by “the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife”?

Read 7:17-24

What general principle does Paul discuss in these verses?  How does it compare to the attitude of our culture?

What other areas (besides marriage) could this outlook be helpful in?

Read 7:25-31

How does Paul apply this principle to marriage?

What should be our prime concern in this life?

Read 7:32-40

What are the advantages and disadvantages of being either married or single?

What do verses 39-40 tell us about a Christian’s choice of husband or wife?

1 Corinthians 8-9

Read 8:1-13

What does it mean that knowledge puffs up whilst love builds up?

What principles is Paul using here?

Give examples of issues that are relevant today that the principles used here can come in useful? Also note some issues that would be inappropriate to relate to this passage.

Read 9:1-18

What rights of an apostle did Paul choose not to take up? 

Why?

How could this shape our serving of others?

Read 9:19-27

What type of mission activity is Paul instigating?

In what ways is the Christian life comparable to an athletics race? (vv24-27)

How can we practically run in such a way as to win the prize?

1 Corinthians 10-11:1 

Read 10:1-13

Who are the “forefathers” spoken about in verse 1?  How were they baptised?  What is meant by “they all drank from the same spiritual rock … [that is] Christ”?

Which events in Israel’s history does Paul draw our attention to in vv7-10?  What was so wrong about these things and how did God deal with them?

What should we learn from these events?  What warnings/encouragements are given? (v11-13)

Read 10:14-22

What is the significance of the Lord’s Supper for Christians? What does it mean to “participate in the body of Christ”?

How does this relate to Israel’s relationship with God in the Old Testament?

What is the problem with feasting on meat known to be sacrificed to idols?

Read 10:23-11:1

Rewrite vv23-24 in your own words.  What point is Paul making?

How does this affect Paul’s attitudes toward food sacrificed to idols? (v25-30)

How does it impact Paul’s attitude to life? (10:31-11:1)

1 Corinthians 11:2-34

Read 11:2-16

What problem in the Corinthian church is Paul addressing? Why might people have been doing this?  What kind of an effect would it have had?

What reasons does Paul give for his stance on the issue?  What is he saying?  What is he not saying?

Do we face similar situations in churches today?  How might we best approach these issues?

Read 11:17-22

What is the problem with the Corinthian’s church gatherings (vv17-18)?

What’s wrong with the way they celebrate the Lord ’s Supper?  What has it turned into?  How has it affected the atmosphere of church gatherings?

Read 11:23-26

What is the purpose of the Lord’s Supper?

What is meant by “the new covenant in my blood”?

How does the Lord’s Supper “proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes”?

Read 11:27-34

What warning is given about partaking in the Lord’s Supper?  What are the consequences for not taking this warning seriously?

What sort of attitude should characterise the Lord’s Supper in church (vv33-34)?

1 Corinthians 12-13

Read 12:1-11

What are spiritual gifts?

Do all have spiritual gifts?

Do all have the same Spiritual gift?

Read 12:12-31

What is the imagery of a body standing for?

How is the imagery of a body useful?

What does it mean for each individual in the body?

Read 13:1-13

Why is love so important?

How does this part link with Paul’s discussion on spiritual gifts?

Why of faith, hope and love could love be said to be greatest (v13)? 

1 Corinthians 14

Read 14:1-20

What does it mean to “speak in a tongue”?  Is this the same as we see happening in Acts (ch 2, 8, 10-11, 19)?

Why was prophecy more desirable than speaking in tongues for the early church?

How were the Corinthians “thinking like children”(v20)?

Read 14:21-25

How could tongues be a sign for unbelievers and how is prophecy a sign for believers(v22)? (Relate to the quotation in v21)

Is there a contradiction with vv23-25 then?

Read 14:26-40

Do verses 34-35 contradict 11:5?

What principles are important here? What should be the focus of church meetings?

1 Corinthians 15

Read 15:1-11

Discuss what Paul points to being central to the gospel message?

What is Paul saying in verses 9-11?

Read 15:12-20

What is the connection between Jesus’ resurrection and ours?

If there was no resurrection what implications would there be?

Read 15:21-34

How is Adam being used in this discussion?

What things are we told will happen in this section? 

Read 15:35-58

What sort of views of the Corinthians could have brought about this discussion by Paul?

How does chapter 15 add to your understanding of the hope we have as Christians?

1 Corinthians 16

Read 16:1-4

What does Paul mean by the “collection for the people of God”?  Where was this money going?

What does this passage teach about the way we use our money?

Read 16:5-24

Paul has spent much of this letter rebuking the Corinthian church.  What does this passage tell us about the way Paul felt about them?

What does Paul mean by “they have supplied what was lacking from you” in verse 17?

What does this passage teach us about the relationship between churches in Paul’s day?  Is there a similar relationship between churches today?

